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PENNSYLVANIA STATE TEMPERANCE §80- 
CIETY. 


Job R. Tyson, Esq. appointed to prepare the Annu- 
al Report of the Managers of the Pennsylvania State 
Temperance Society, submitted the following, which 
was unanimously accepted and ordered to be published. 


The Sixth Anniversary Sse the Board of Managers 
of the Pennsylvania State Temperance Society, Read 
ay 22d, 1833. 
While we have been animated with striking evi. 
dences of change of both in sentiment and practice, we 
regret the existence of unfounded prejudices against 
our institution. These prejudices whatever their origin, 
must of necessity circumscribe our operations and in- 
fluence. We shall not, therefore, deem it wholly ex- 
traneous to endeavour to correct erroneous public im- 
pressions, in the hope that a brief explanation of our 
objects and views may be the means of reconciling our 
enemies and of confirming and multiplying the friends 
of temperagce. 

It has been suggested that societies of this discription 
transcend their legitimate design in prescribing any re- 
striction as to diet—in connecting with the vice of in- 
toxication the subject of indulging in the common ex- 
cesses of the table, Diet, it is thought, is not the cause 
of the mischiefs complained of, and ought therefore to 
be exempted from {pursuit and proscription. The 
question with Temperance Socicties is not whether 
luxurious indulgence be pernicious to health and inmi- 
cal to life, but whether the subject of gastronomy and 
its consequences may not be safely left to the guidance 
of the physician, The great object proposed in the 
formation of these societies, was to destroy that which 
was proved to be the source of domestic misery, suffer- 
ing and crime—which makes man insensible to the clo- 
sest ties of affinity and nature—and which by transform- 
ing the native complexion of his character, prepares 
him for the commission of every atrocity. It was not 
the design of the members to elevate themselves into 








puritans, seeking for reproof or condemnation, every 
diversity of vice and every laxity of principle. While 
disclaiming all intention to enact a code of morality, and 
to wage a romantic and fanatical war in defence of its 
principles, the members of this society simply claim for 
themselves the sober merit of abstaining from the use 
of ardent spirits, and of making every honest effort to 
induce others to imitate their example. vie, 
But for the purpose of exciting a deeper prejudice 
against the temperance enterprise, the sluices of sec- 
tarian jealousy were intended to be let loose, to flood 
and overwhelm it. The enemies of temperance, some 
of whom are stimulated by interest and others by infat- 
uation to oppose it, have soughtto secure the enmity of 
other sectaries, by branding it asa scheme entirely 
Presbyterian. lt is certainly true that good Presbyte- 
rians as well as the virtuous of most sectsgare enrolled 
among its members, intent as good citizens upon the 
removal of a disease which aims at the vitals of public 
and private prosperity. But so far is it from the fact 
that the temperance cause is subject to any exclusive in- 
fluence, either Sectarian or otherwise, that not only al- 
most every church without distinction of creed is repre- 
sented in its body, but reflecting and patriotic men of 
all parties, ranks, and employments belong to it, who 
are attached tonone. The friends of temperance while 
they disavow the ascendency of any partial or sinister 
influence,—while they deny the existence of all party or 
sectarian feeling—lay no claim to the possession of su- 
| perior virtue in attacking a widely spread and ruin- 
ous vice. Good Citizenship, in the absence ofa higher 
sentiment, seems to demand it, It were, indeed, 
strange if the cause in which we are engaged should not 
summon to its aid the influences of piety and religion. 
But it requires little perspi¢acity to discern the charac- 
ter, and as little sanctimoniousness to attempt the de- 
struction of a vice, which peoples our almshouses, hos- 
pitals, and penitentiaries, and which has so often con- 
ducted its victim to the gallows. , 
Equally absurd, injurious, and untrue is the allega- 





, tion, that Temperance Societies seek to assail the insti- 


public censors for the purpose of denouncing or inter- | tution of negro slavery in the South. However hostile 
fering with that which was not a subject of public con | many members and editors who are favourable to the 
cern, Itistrue that viands delicately and richly prepar- cause, may be to slavery in the abstract, no socvefy, na- 
ed, may require a stimulus of a higher excitement, but | tional, state, or local, has so far forgotten the design of 
upon the same principle we may condemn tobacco and | its formation as to attempt to touch it. It would amount 
opium, since they in an eminent degree are obnoxious | not merely to a dereliction of duty but a gross impro- 
to a similar objection. The temperance societies as in- | priety that force which is destined for one object and col- 
stitutions with a proscribed object, though many of | lected without distinction of party, should be converted 
their members may individually esteem the use of opium | against another, with the view of subserving the pur- 
and tobacco as hurtful and dangerous, and eschew the ! poses of party warfare. If ‘Temperance Societies were 
luxury of injurious esculents, must necessarily regard , thus to enlarge the spere of their labours, they would 
the pursuit of such practices as alien to the original | betray the great and primary end of their institution. 
purpose of their being. ‘Their name declares them to | But in confining themselves to the acknowledged evil 
be a body for the suppression of intemperance resulting | of intemperance, they occupy common ground upon 
from alcoholic liquids, and if this stupendous object be | which all patriots can meet,—they attack a vice which 
attained, they may leave to others the inferior task of | no one can be found to justify ordefend. So far from 


prosecuting minor offences. But while they hurl their | these societies being a proper subject of repraof or 


denunciations against ardent spirit as the baneful cause 


of much of the misery and wo around them, they re- | 


frain from all offensive imputations against persons who 


condemnation at the South, our southern brethren have 
the stimulous of interest superadded to the excitements 
of patriotism, to induce them to co-operate in the en- 


are engaged in itsuse and manufacture. They do not |terprise. It is well known that the black population 
profess to be the sponsors of every kind and species of | incur disease, premature superannuation, and untimely 


virtue—they do not congregate as moral and religious | death, by gratifying their fondness for excessive drink- 
Vor. XI. 49 
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ing. Besides there being comparatively few distilleries | from its destination in the medicine chest, to scatter its 


at the South, a very large portion of the ardent spirit 
they consume is imported from the other States. As 
therefore the general advantage of the country and the 


PENNSYLVANIA STATE TEMPERANCE SOCIETY. 


immediate interests of the South, are interwoven with 


the total disuse of this noxious beverage, we solicit 
their union and concert; since it is only by the universal | 


observance of the temperance principle that the great | 


work which has so successfully advanced, can be final- 
ly accomplished. 


The war against drunkenness is not the creature of 
recent times. In Greece the Law of Pittacus visited 
crime when committed in a state of ebriety with a two- 
fold punishment. Sir Edwark Coke calls the drunkard 
voluntarius dexmon, a voluntary demon whose condition 
so far from excusing criminality, is itself an aggravation. 
We may perceive how ardent spirit was viewed in Eng- 
land when in recent times its pernicious effects became 
more strikingly exemplified by its more extensive use. 
A statute was made in the reign of Henry 8th by which 
only a single manufacturer of the article was permitted 
in any town or borough of the kingdom, The Parlia- 
ment of Ireland in the time of Mary expressly prohibit- 
ed distillation, alleging the amount of injury resulting 
from it, as the reason of the prohibition. In the 4th 
year of the 1st James, the year preceding the first per- 
manent settlement inVirginia, a law was enacted pun- 
ishing intoxjeation with a fine or setting in the stocks, 
declaring it to be a loathsome and odious sin—the foun- 
dation of many enormous crimes such as bloodshed, 
stabbing, murder, swearing, &c,—leading to the ruin of 
good arts and manul trades, —the disabling of workmen, 
the impoverishment of the people, and the dishonor of 
God and the nation. In Pennsylvania it has been the 
subject of legal provision and private care from the ear- 
liest period. William Penn wrote in behalf of temper- 
ance as well as punished its violation in his Great Law. 
The Quakers who accompanied him to the colony, dis- 
couraged the use of ardent spirit, by prohibiting their 
members from manufacturing or trading in it under the 
penalty of expulsion. Those philanthropic writers 
Woolman, Lay, Benezet, and last, though greatest, the 
celebrated Rush, in successive order, were all strenuous 
and exemplary advocates of temperance. In later times 
the legislature of Pennsylvania took one branch of the 
subject under its care by declaring habitual drunkards 
to be non compotes mentis, and deprived them of most of 
their civil rights as members of society. Thus from the 
combined force of sectarian interdict, legislative pun- 
ishment, and occasional essays, Philadelphia was pre- 
pared for the reception of the easy and effectual plan, 
of removing this baneful evil by means of the extensive 
association of private persons, *bound together in the 
pledge of abstinence. The Pennsylvania State Tem- 
perance Society dates its existence in July 1827, and 
looking at the efforts which were made to prepare the 


ticipated. The managers indulge the grateful hope 
that the removal of prejudice and error with regard to 
the objects and composition of the society, is all that is 
necessary to enlist under its banners almost every citi- 
zen of Pennsylvania who is not prevented by the sordid 
motives of avarice and interest. 


The period of the introduction of alcoholic spirit is 
to be sought during that reign of moral and intellectual 
night which followed the subversion of the Roman Em- 
pire. The alchymist who struck it out in his searches 
after the elixir of life, had afterwards reason to believe 
that though he did not discover the identical object of 
pursuit, he would be rendered as famous by the disco- 
very as by the possession of the secret itself. It was 
for a long time confined to the shop of the Apothecary, 
and the purposes of the physician as a medicine, which | 
while possessing senative properties, would, if copious- | 
ly taken, prove itself a malignant and certain poison. 
About three centuries have elapsed since it eseaped 





soil for its labors, a rich harvest of success may be an 
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baneful influences over the world at large. It has been 
elevated from its humble station of a servant to the ex- 
alted condition of a master—from ministering to our 
physical ills to acquiring a potent dominion over our 
morals, intellects, and passions. The period of its in- 
troduction and spread being contemporary with the 
discovery of printing, it may be regarded as the mighty 
agent which was to control, restrict, and impede that 
glorious engine of modern civilization. If we take in- 
to view the great achievements and transcendant capa- 
bilities of the press on the one hand, and the debasing 
moral effects of ardent spirit on the other, we shall be 
at no loss to account for the present condition of hu- 
manity with regard to criminal indulgence and physi- 
cal discomforts. When books were scarce and the 
multiplication of copies difficult, the acquisitions of one 
age were transmitted only to the learned few in the suc- 
ceeding; the lights of knowledge were confined to the 
orator, the poet, and the priest, and to those to whom 
they might, in an imperfect manner, be orally impart- 
ed. But a new era commenced, and a common 
day dawned upon the ignorant, on the invention of 
printing. The lights of knowledge and reflection be- 
came as diffusive as the brightness of the sun. Relig'on 
and the arts of life may now emphatically be said to be 
revealed, At a period like the present, what could so 
much retard the universal extension of good principles, 
as the predominance of a vice which enters into every 
neighborhood and almost every family, blightning with 
its malignant breath, the flowers of truth and virtue? 
What but ardent spirits could prevent man from grow- 
ing up to his full stature, and attaining the proportions 
of his native dignity in a country where gnducements 
are held out to reward honorable exertion, and every 
facility is presented for its exercise? What but a vice 
which is proved to be the cause of so much of the pau- 
perism, venality, and crime of the world? 

Before we exhibit in epitome some of the moral deso- 
lation produced by this tremendous scourge of the hu- 
man race, it may be proper to remark, that from the 
great extent of the injuries inflicted, the mind is not 
properly impressed with their character. They are at 
once too vast and too common to excite our sensibilities. 
Intemperance has been so long assigned as the cause of 
our moral decline, and the occasion of numerous delin- 
quencies, that we are too apt to regard it in the light of 
a grievance which is inseparable from human existence, 
and which no efforts can palliate or remove. It there- 
fore should be one object of temperance societies to col- 
lect and to array single and incontestible facts, An in- 
stance of personal or family ruin from intemperance, 
strikes those who are too thoughtless and giddy to be 
captivated by general reasoning, or who will not con- 
template a picture of human wo in the mass, What heart 
can resist the effect of single cases of wretchedness and 
crime, of so many and various diversities, multiplied 
in almost infinite succession? It is true, their very mul- 
tiplicity forms the great obstacle to their collection, But, 
certainly, it behoves that the members of temperance 
societies, as faithful stewards of the great trust they have 
assumed, should seek out the victims of this noxious 
beverage, and report them for the public benefit. It is 
far from being recommended to expose to public view 
the distressing history of private calamities, but the ef- 
fects may be related, whilst the unfortunate viclim may 
be concealed from the public eye. The congregation 
of personal examples will produce a greater effect than 
eloquent speeches, able dissertations, or elaborate re- 
ports. The truth must be known by descending into 
details rather than by taking up the subject in the ge- 
neral. It is in this way that we are convinced of the 
consequences of gambling, and of the other injuries 
which lawless appetite or insatiate cupidity has inflict- 
ed upon society. Permit us illustrate this by example. 
It is a well ascertained fact both in England and this 
country, that three fourths of the beggary and pauper- 
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ism, four fifths of the aggravated crimes, at least one 
half of the madness, nine tenths of the suicides, and 
nearly all the cases of murd®r arises from ardent spirits. 
These are astounding facts, but they do not strike the 
mind with the same intensity as a few cases of personal 
mercy or wretchedness, produced by the same cause. 
Dr. Cathcart, of York, Pennsylvania, benevolently kept 
a memorandum, during the year 1831, of the murders 
which were produced by intemperance and those which 
occurred from other causes. The proportion of the 
former was immense and the number almost incredible, 
but if the homicides occasioned by ardent spirits, had 
been published together, what an impression must such 
an accumulation of crime and wo have produced? A 
member of the Board of Managers, with the limited 
opportunity of reading a single daily paper, has been 
able to collect, within a very few weeks, no less than 
15 cases of mortality produced by it; either in the form 
of sudden death, murder, execution, or suicide! It is 
therefore, respectfully submitted to the society whether 
such aggregations of simple facts may not be produc- 
tive of greater consequences than such as do not come 
home directly to the hearts and bosoms of mankind. 
In looking abroad over the field of our enterprise, 
the prospect almost sickens in proportion to the time 
bestowed uponit. We behold a large portion of the 
human family quietly consenting to the consumption of 
what though a physical poison, and the instrument of 
certain destruction addresses itself to the affections and 
is identified with the pecuniary interest of thousands. 
Cupidity caters to depraved and lawless appetite. Cus- 
tom, if it has not consecrated the practice of using it 
as a beverage, contributes by its universality, to hide 
half its disgrace. Let us glance at the shocking pros- 
pect. The great extent of the manufacture and trade 
in spiritous liquors, shows that the quantity consumed is 
prodigious beyond belief. According to Mr. Palfrey, 
about one ninth of the foreign commerce of the United 
States, was engaged in 1827 in the importation of the 
article. The number of distillers was computedin 1816 
at 20,000 and the calculation was made that there were 
about 65,000 stores and taverns in which it was retailed. 
Estimating the population of the United States at that 
time, at 6,000,000, and each family at 5 persons, every 
19th family would be interested in the profits of the bu- 
siness. Pitkin, in his statistics of the United States cal- 
culates the annual consumption of spirits in 1810 at 
31,725,417 gallons In Pennsylvania alone, there were 
at that period 3,334 distilleries, which manufactured no 
less than 6,553,284 gallons of ardent spirits, being little 
more than one fifth of the supply of the whole United 
States. In 1825 the consumption in the whole Union, 
transcended 60,000,006 gallons, and :n 1830, according 
to the results of the census taken in that year, it exceed- 
ed 70,000,000 gallons. With a demand so vast, the 
injury must be proportionate. It is calculated from 
means of information worthy of reliance, that there are 
about 300,000 habitual drunkards in the United States. 
Of course this estimate does not include the multitude 
of occasional topers who, though not addicted to regu- 
lar intoxication, are unfitted for business, weaken their 
physical and mental energies, render their families mi- 
serable and poor, and are ripe for the commission of 
crime. There are 200,000 paupers‘in the United States, 
of whom 150,000 are reduced to pauperism by intem- 
perance. Of the 75,0U0 convicts immured for crime 
in the prisons of the United States, 60,000 are ascertain- 
ed to owe their infamy to the influence of intoxication. 
About 3000 insane persons are confined in the hospitals 
of the country, of whom 1500 at least have been crazed 
by alcoholic poison, Most of the mortality annually 
arising from casuality, suicide and murder, and which 
is acknowledged to be frightfully great, may be attri- 
buted to the same cause. If we turn our eyes to Great 
Britain, we find the annualconsumption of spirit amount. 


ing to fifty millions of pound sterling. The Bishop of 


London mentions in his address deliyered on the 26th 














of February, before the British and Foreign Temper- 
ance Societies, that 95,000 offenders committed during 
the last year to prison, in England and Wales, he had 
ascertained by inquiry instituted in districts, where to 
make inquiry was possible, 66,000 were made criminals 
by habits of drinking. It is stated in an English paper 
that in January last 4070 drunken persons in London, 
were carried tothe different metropolitan police sta- 
tions, and during the year 1832, 31,314 persons were 
taken into custody, in that city, in a state of intoxica- 
tion. 


What is it in our power to oppose to so direful an 


array? J.et us see whether the plan of the temperance 
Society—the force it can wield--and the results which 
have followed its efforts—do not promise a determined 
and unresisting conflict, It will be gratifying to know 
that if the enemy be great, our allies are strong and for- 
midable in proportion. The number of Temperance 
Societies existing in the United States exceeds five 
thousand. Of these there isa National Society at Bos- 
ton, one at Washington composed of members of Con- 
gress, one in Massachusetts consisting of the members 
of its own Legislature, and 21 distinct State institutions, 
branching out into a multiplicity of subordinate estab- 
lishments. About one million of persons who belong 
to one or more of these Societies are pledged to absti- 
nence from ardent spirits, and it is calculated that about 
a million more scrupulously abstain from its use and traf- 
fic who are not joined in actual fellowship. More than 
7000 vessels now traverse the ocean without the aid of 
ardent spirit, as being wholly unnecessary either to sus- 
tain the passengers or animate the crew. It is stated 
that of 97 vessels which sail from the single port of 
New Bedford, 75 sail without it. More than 2000 dis- 
tilleries have been stopped, more than 4500 drunkards 
have been reclaimed, two hundred public houses have 
ceased to sell any kind of intoxicating liquor, and 60,000 
farmers and mechanics have totally relinquished it as the 
greatest enemy to success in the prosecution of their 
peculiar pursuits. More than 6000 merchants have de- 
clined the buying and selling of ardent spirit as an arti- 
cle of merchandize. In this enumeration it is grateful 
to observe of the many who are either pledged to absti- 
nence, or who have in fact no connexion with the article, 
that the proportion of merchants and distilleries is very 
respectable. From these quarters the least aid and the 
stoutest resistance were always expected. It is gratify- 
ing to learn that the influence of our example is felt, and 
the same meansare employed, in foreign countries for 
the extirpation of intemperance. A report read at the 
Temperance meeting held in London on the memorable 
26th of February, informs us that there existed in Eng- 
land 250 associations for the same object comprising 
45,000 members; in Scotland 380 Societies with 50,000 
members; and that in Ireland the Societies amounted 
to 150 and 20,000 members. The influence of these 
Societies is observable in the decline of the trade and 
manufacture of ardent spirit. According to official 
returns a diminution of 981,789 gallons had taken place 
inthe consumption of the United Kingdom during the 
year terminating on the 5th of lxst January. The dimi- 
nution of spirit manufactured in Ireland in 1830,amount- 
ed to 210,903 gallons, and in the first half of 1831,there 


was a decrease in the demand amounting to 721,564 
gallons. In Scotland during the same period, the 
consumption had lessened 515,697 gallons. In Swe- 
den a Suvbriety Society was formed, three years 
ago, at Stockholm, the capital of the Kingdom; 
and now numbers above athousand members. Since 
that time many have sprung into existence in vari- 
ous parts of the realm. Their effectsare perceptible 
in the abandonment of distilleries, the diminution of 
crime, and the gradual accession of members. Charles 
John, the King, has thought proper to sanction these 
proceedings of his subjects by a special circular in 
which praise is bestowed for their exertiuns, and an ex- 
hortation to greater activity. Applications have been 
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received by the President and Corresponding Secretary 
of this Society from Prussia, Spain, and Denmark, for 
information touching the plan of operation adopted in 
Pennsylvania, and as each has been abundantly supplied 
with documents and reports, we doubt not that we shall 
soon be cheered with the animating intelligence of the 
formation and success of temperance societies in those 
countries, In the provinces of Upper and Lower Cana- 
da the number of temperance associations is estimated 
at above 100, and the number between 7 and 8000. 
The Temperance Societies of New Brunswick and 
Nova Scotia, notwithstanding the short period of their 
existence, have been so successful that the Governor in 
a recent message to the Legislature attributes in part 
the decline of the provincial revenue to the diminished 
consumption of ardent spirit. All the establishments 
at Owyhee the capital of the Sandwich islands for re- 
tailing the article have been brokenup. In short which 
way soever we turn, abundant evidence is presented of 
a kindling and spreading sensibility strong enough to 
repel the combined forces of interest and passion. It 
is only necessary to the complete overthrow of intem- 
perance that this great enterprise should be prosecuted 
with steadiness and industry in the diligent collection 
of facts, in explaining the principles by which we are 
regulated, and living in undeviating conformity to the 
requisitions of our pledge. There are one or twocor 

siderations which must cheer on their way the votaries 
of the cause, and enable them to sustain the reproaches 
of contumely and the gibes of ridicule. No hope or 
benefit can be imputed to the advocates of temperance, 
but what will redound to the common advantage of the 
country and of man, An association for such an object 
being unable to propose to itself either place, popular- 
ity, or emolument, ignoble motives can have no partici- 
pation in the matter. 
the various bodies in this country amounting to a million 
who abstain from ardent spirit without reference to re- 
ligious sect, political party, of secular employment— 
when we look at the present number and anticipate the 
prospective magnitude of similar institutions in Europe 
—and when we regard the individual respectability and 
personal eminence they include—we shall be in some 
measure compensated for the sneers of the thoughtless, 
the ignorant, the avaricious, and the bad. ‘There is 
enough to stimulate us to increasing effort in the face 
of opposition and ridicule, whether we contemplate the 
glorious results already obtained, or the still greater 
achievements which sedulous and unremitted exertion 
can secure. 

The Pennsylvania State Temperance Society has 
gone on during the last year increasing in number, re- 
spectability, and usefulness. Considering the recency 
of its origin, only six years ago,and the obstacles which 
temperance has had to encounter in a state which pos- 
sessed half as many distilleries as the rest of the con- 
federacy united,the success has been signal and surpris- 
ing. The feverish sensibility of the citizens of Penn- 
sylvania, in relation to this subject, was manifested at 
an early period. The excise laid on whiskey in 1794 
by the Federal Government, gave rise to simultaneous 
resistance in a large section of the State. Much of the 
great pecuniary capital which originated that memora- 
ble rebellion, is still invested in distilleries, and though 
it might not at the present day render the people un- 
faithful to their allegiance, it stands ready to resist by 
all the armory of ridicule and opprobrium, the inroads 
of private exhortation and example. Notwithstanding 
these barriers to the popularity of the enterprise, many 
auxiliaries have been formed in various counties, and the 
most encouraging accounts are related of their progress. 
Information has been received of auxiliary societies in 
the following counties, to wit: Philadelphia, Montgom- 
ery, Chester, Lancaster, Northampton, Washington, 
Centre, Cambria, Bradford, Susquehanna, Bucks, Alleg- 
hany, Erie, Westmoreland, Franklin, Luzerne, Indi- 


Butler, and Carroll in the State of Ohio. 
rates 15 subordinate associations, comprising in all 1400 
members. 
bodies, giving to the county according to a recent com- 
putation about 3000 members. 
Butler are highly satisfactory. 

bers is computed at 1200 and a decided change is ob- 
served in the sentiments and practice of the people. 























When we look at the number of 
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in Washington eounty there are 22 auxiliary 


The accounts from 
The number of mem- 


The Report of the Columbia Temperance Society, 
Lancaster county, is most fayourable and gratifying. 
Auxiliary institutions are springiug up and diffusing the 
most healthful views in confirmation of their principles. 
One distillery has been abandoned, two grocers have 


declined selling spirit, and two persons have refused 


to malt for distillers. Many farmers gathered their crops 
during the last season without the use of ardent spirits, 
and the fine bridge now erecting over the Susquehanna 
is intended to be built without the agency of such a 
beverage. The society in Tuscarora valley, Juniatta 
county, furnishes the acceptable intelligence that within 
that district eight distilleries are discontinued and four 
stores have ceased to retail spirituous liquors, In Mif- 
flin county, the number of members is 850—six distil - 
lers have been discontinued—and the consumption of 
alcohol is ascertained to be less than one-fifth of its 
amount, before the establishment of the American Tem- 
perance Society. Fayette reports eleven auxiliaries 
and 1500 members. In many other counties which 
will be referred to in the appendix to this report an 
active and energetic spirit in the proscription of alcohol 
has prevailed—numbers are daily acceding to member- 
ship—and the effects of their example are manifest in 
the constant diminution of its trade and manufacture. 
The cause in this city has likewise advanced by the in- 
stitution of a society in every ward, and the establish- 
ment of similar bodies by young men and under their 
exclusive direction. By means of these societies and 
the circulation of a weekly paper under the auspices of 
this association, called ‘*The Pennsylvania Advocate,” 
the public are rousing to the magnitude of the multifa- 
rious and shocking evils which always march in the train 
of ardent spirits. 

It is only by active exertion in the collection and dis- 
tribution of facts that the public willat length be con- 
vinced of the terrible results of intemperance. They 
will then know that the picture which we draw is not 
overcharged—that the calamities we complain of, are 
not the coinage of diseased or heated imaginations— 
but that, in truth, it is a poison which shortens life— 
that it isone pre-eminently great cause of our public 
burthens—the source of moral contamination and ruined 
virtue—the fruitful origin of private distress and public 
pauperism, and of crime suicide and murder. ‘They 
will feel too that the votaries of temperance la- 
bour from large and public motives—disdainful of 
fear while they are superior to ambitious hope— 
and that in abstaining from the beverage against 
which they inveigh, the temperance pledge is not a 


solemn mockery requiring only opportunities for its 
violation. 


REPORT ON PRISONS. 
(Continued from page 374. ) 
Warden’s Report. 

After another year’s experience, with an increased 
number of prisoners, it will be pleasing to all the friends 
of separate confinement to know, that we can adopt 
the language in my last annual report: ‘*That nothing 
has occurred to discourage, but much to prompt us in 
a steady perseverance in the Pennsylvania system of 
prison discipline.”” I believe this can be truly said of 
the past year, as regards the moral physical, and the 


| pecuniary state of the establishment. 


Thoseavho are acquainted with the previous morals 
and habits of most of the inmates of prisons, will not 


1 |! ‘ expect that all convicts will be made pious men and 
ana, Juniatta, York, Fayette, Union, Dauphin, Mifflin, | good citizens by incarceration in a cell: to effect this 
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would, indeed, be performing a miracle; but I think it 
doubtful, whether there is any situation in which an un- 
fortunate man, who has wandered from the path of 
rectitude, can, be placed, were he willso soon ‘be 
made to feel and see his error, and desire to retnrn to 
the right way. The punishment inflicted not merely 
on the body, but on the mind of the prisoner, uniting 
severity and humanity, is one which the unhappy culprit 
feels with all its force; but there is nothing in its opera- 
tion calculated to increase his evil passions, or stimulate 
him to hatred or revenge; those who have the care of 
him, treating him with the kindness and compassion 
which are due to the unfortunate man, rather than the 
unnecessary and unfeeling harshness too frequently 
displayed towards the victims of folly, vice and crime, 
he is soon made to feel that the horrors of his cell are 
the fruits of sin and transgression, and the only certain 
relief to be obtained is through his Redeemer. Having 
no one to prompt in wickedness or shame him for his 
tears, he becomes humbled in spirit and anxious for 
help in the way of truth: and I am pleased to be able 
to sav, that Ido believe that there are some who re- 
joice that they have been brought here. I can truly 
say, that the moreI see of the operation of our system, 
and the more thoroughly I become acquainted with the 
character of its inmates, the more important I view its 
establishment, and the greater its humanity appears. It 
is a mistake to believe that the inmates of prisons are a 
set of outlaws and tiger-like a lost to all good in 
this world, and without hope of an hereafter. Too 
many, (indeed most of them,) on first convictions, are 
either neglected youths thrown into the world without 
education and without friends, (often the victims of 
hard masters,) or ignorant men, the dupes of artful 
knaves who know how to elude detection. Neglect of 
early education, the use of ardent spirits, gambling and 
dealing in lottery tickets, are the most prominent causes 
of felony. 

The deficiency in common school learning is greater 
than is generally supposed: of the 142 prisoners which 
have been received here from the commencement, only 
four have been well educated, and only about six more 
who could read and write tolerably; and we rarely meet 
with a prisoner who has had attention paid to moral and 
religious instruction. 

The eastern district, that sends its prisoners to this 
penitentiary, comprises a population of about one mil- 
lion of inhabitants: during the three and a half years in 
which the law has been in operation, 126 persons have 
been sent here for all offences of a higher character 
than larceny; and of the whole number, but one that 
can be called a master spirit in crime. Many reasons 
may be assigned for the diminution of this class of pri- 
soners; but { believe that it may be attributed mainly to 
the knowledge that the community of thieves have of 
the nature and discipline of our establishment, and par- 
ticularly three important features in it. 

ist. The entire separation of the convicts, both by 
day and night, and the seclusion from all except their 
keepers. 

Qd. Their being deprived from all intercourse or know- 
ledge of every kind with either their family or friends. 

3d. That the friends of the system would use their 
endeavours discourage the granting of pardons, so 
that the punishment might in all cases be certain; and 
the determination of the board of inspectors to refrain 
from recommending the Governor to pardon, as has 
been the practice in the old prison. 

There can be no doubt but these features in our sys- 
tem have had an effect, especially among the old con- 
victs; for, of the 142, (the whole numbers received) 
100 are known to be for the first offence, 10 are doubt- 
ful, and but 32 who are known and believed to be old 
offenders. No prisoner whom we have discharged has 
been reconvicted, and the information from those who 
have left here, has been generally satisfactory. 

The plan pursued from the first, of purchasing stock 
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and manufacturing on our own account, while it has 
many advantages, and in the number, that of excluding 
contractors and their agents from intercourse with the 
prisoners, subjects us to fluctuations common to all in 
trade. The last having been an unfavourable season in 
our commercial community, we have felt the effects of 
it in the disposal of our cotton fabrics. Iam glad, how- 
ever, to find, on the taking of an account of stock and 
a settlement of our books to the first of last month, that 
the establishment has more than paid all its expenses, 
exclusive of officers’ salaries, This resultis satisfactory; 
for, although it never was contemplated to make profit 
a primary object, yet it is desirable that the convict 
should not be a burthen to the state. As it has been 
proven that they can work to advantage in their cells, 
at both weaving and shoemaking, there can be little 
doubt but, with proper management, after a full organi- 
zation, every expense will be paid by their labour. The 
prisoners are employed as follows:—43 in the dying, 
dressing and weaving; 32 shoemaking; 4 carpenters; 5 
blacksmiths; 2 wheelrights; 3 making and mending 
clothes; 2 washing clothes; 1 fire maker; 1 apothecary; 
1 segar maker; 1 cook; and 2 idle. Only nine of the 
weavers, and four of the shoemakers, understood these 
branches when first admitted, 

Of the 97 prisoners now in confinement, 74 are 
white males, 19 coloured males, and 4 coloured fe- 
males: Eight are under twenty years of age, fifty-one 
from 20 to 30, twenty-one from 30 to 40, ten from 40 to 
50, five from 50 to to 60, one from to 60 to 70, and one 
over 70, 

Thirty-seven are natives of Pennsylvania, thirteen of 
New Jersey seven ot Delaware, six of Maryland, six 
of New York, two of Connecticut, two of Virginia, 
one of Tennessee, one of Rhode Island, eleven of Ire- 
land, six of England, one of Netherlands, two of 
France, one of Holland, one of Switzerland. 

The general conduct and behaviour of the prisoners, 
has been such as rarely to produce any unpleasant feel- 
ings, on the part of their overseers, towards them. 

The result of three years’ practice, having so fully 
demonstrated the advantages of separate confinement, 
by day and night, over every other system known to 
me, I cannot but desire to see it introduced into prisons 
of every civilized community. 5 

Before I conclude this report, I earnestly request 
your attention to one of the great principles on which 
our discipline is founded, namely: The prevention of 
further corruption, by depriving prisoners of all oppor- 
tunity of forming or extending an acquaintance with 
each other—an acquaintance which almost necessarily 
insures their education in all the modes of perpetrating 


‘crime, and eluding detection and conviction. Even if 


this almost inevitable result could be prevented in the 
common prisons of the state, as they are at present ad- 
ministered; and if a prisoner could be discharged, un- 
contaminated by his associates, still his person and his- 
tory would be known by his companions in confine- 
ment; and after their discharge, would too often be 
eagerly divulged to others, and thus the new character 
of a repentant convict be blasted, and he would too 
probably relapse into his old habits. In our penitentia- 
ry, this great evil to which I have alluded, is prevented; 
or, I should rather say, its progress is arrested; but in 
the county prisons, whence we derive our inmates, it 
exists to a deplorable and disgraceful extent. In these 
establishments, scarcely any classification is attempted, 
and no effectual separation is made; discipline is ne- 
glected, corruption increased, reformation is hopeless, 
and many most flagrant abusés are known to be prac- 
tised without any mitigation. Convicts received by us 
from such county prisons, may indeed frequently be re- 
formed by our discipline; the lessons of vice they have 
learned, when placed in a confinement which the law 
intended should be salutary, may sometimes be eradi- 
cated afterwards; but the great, the irremediable evil, 
(See page 386.) 
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has already been effected. The persons, &c. of such 
convicts, are known to the great community of rogues, 
and therefore, even if their reformation be effected 
when discharged from our penitentiary,too many temp- 
tations to relapse, too many obstacles to their com- 
mencement in the pursuits of honest industry, may and 
probably will be encountered by them, Hence our in- 
stitution cannot produce all the advantages of which 
it is susceptible, until the county prisons are reformed 
by the same plan of separate confinement, &c. which 
we pursue. If an inquiry into the condition of these 
prisons could be made, by order of the Legislature, I 
am confident the remarks I have made would be sub- 
stantiated; and, that many important benefits would re. 
sult from such an inquiry, is the opinion of some of our 
most intelligent and humane citizens. 

All of which is respectfully submitted by 

SAMUEL R. WOOD, Warden, 
Philadelphia, 12th mo. 31st, 1832, 


REPORT OF BUILDING COMMITTEE, 


To the board of inspectors of the state penitentiary 
for the Eastern district of Pennsylvania. 

Notwithstanding the opportunities embraced so con- 
stantly by their fellow members of the board, to witness 
the progress of the great work under their charge; the 
building committee in accordance with their duties sub- 
mit the following report:— 

The building operations were resumed as early in the 
spring as the state of the weather would warrant; con- 
tracts had been previously made for the supply of the 
various materials, which were seasonably and regularly 
furnished until the period when the pestilential scourge 
visited our borders inthe months of July and August 
last; considerable difficulty then occurred in procuring 


some of them, and more especially the iron castings | 


from our neighbouring state, New Jersey; the contrac- 
tor found it quite impracticable to cause their timely 
delivery, owing to the dread of cholera in the minds of 
those engaged for the transportation of them: this dif- 
ficulty tended greatly to impede the progress of the work, 
so much so, thatonone ortwo occasions the masons 
were about to be discharged, and, your committee have 
no doubt, prevented the completion of the bulldings to 
the extent they anticipated at the opening of the season, 
at which time they confidently expected, that, ere the 
approach of severe frost should forbid the prosecution 
of their labours, the three blocks of cells would be co- 
vered in. 

No pains have been spared to have every branch of 
the works executed in the most substantial manner; and 
our committee believe that strict attention has been 
paid to the exercise of proper economy in procuring 
the materials as well as judicious and capable workmen; 
all those who have continued in the service, have mani- 
fested industry in their various employments; a degree 
of good feeling and harmony, almost unexampled, where 
the same number of men have been engaged, has pre- 
vailed among them, which your committee feel persuad- 
ed may be mainly attributed to the entire exclusion of 
ardent spirits; this great work having been carried on, 
not only this, but the last year, without dispensing to 
the men the needless and too common ‘‘usual allowance 
of grog;” it gives your committee great pleasure to 
record this fact, and to express their opinion that, in 
more instances than one, men, who had been habitual 
drinkers of ardent spirits to excess, have entirely ab- 
stained; learning from the observance of our rule on 
that point, that they could perform a satisfactory day’s 
work, without recurrence to the bottle: the number of 
hands employed have averaged about 130; of this num- 
ber, only one death occurred, and that of cholera, 

The alterations adopted by the board on the sugges- 
tion of the architect, in some of the minor details, as 
well as in the enlargement of the cells on the ground 
floor, your committee have no doubt will prove judicious 
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and of 


po advantage to all concerned in the manage- 
ment o 


the penitentiary. The alteration of the sky 


light, while it affords a great increase of light in the 


' cell, also gives the means of much more efficient venti- 
lation, and has induced the adoption of the same prin- 
| ciple in the sky lights in blocks No. 1, 2 and 3, with the 
‘most beneficial results The additional length of three 
feet to the lower cells offers great facilities in some 
| branches of manufactures performed by the convicts, 
| the luss of which in those now occupied by them is 
| much to be regretted, especially where the looms are 
| used, 

The introduction of a doorway from the corridor to 
the cell, is a decided improvement: it does in no degree 
interfere with the privacy or security of the convict,and 
affords the opportunity of more ready admission to the 
prison, whenevera personal inspection on the part of 
the inspector, warden, or overseer, or any official visi- 
ter, recognized by the law of the commonwealth, may 
be required, obviating altogether the existing necessity 
of exposure, at times not unfrequent, to the most in- 
clement weather. The usual ordinary communication 
for handing in the food, working materials, &c, now in 
use is still preserved in the new arrangement of the 
door-way. . 

The plan proposed and arranged for warming the 
cells, by heated air, can only be fully and satisfactorily 
tested by experience. As yet, no opportunity has of- 
fered to effect this, as the work is unfinished—it is be- 
lieved, however, that it will answer the desired pur- 

ose. 

, In order to supply the prisoners with drinking water, 
it is found absolutely necessary to resort to the use of 
the large well in the yard, and the forcing pump work- 
ed by horse power. Weare compelled to this from the 
fact that our situation approaches so near to the level of 
the reservoir at Fair Mount, that we can only obtain the 
water requisite to carry off and cleanse the pipes of the 
prisoner’s water closet in his cell: the reaction of the 
contaminated air, after the water is discharged from the 
pipes, causes that in the cistern to be impregnated 
more or less with it, and renders it unfit for drink- 
ing. 

Tino or two hours’ work, daily, with the horse, will 
supply the tanks placed in the second story of the cen- 
tre building, with a sufficient quantity of excellent wa- 
ter, for the personal use of all the prisoners. 

Your committee will here remark, that notwithstand- 
ing the impediments that were experienced during the 
existence of the cholera, they believe that the amount 
of work done within the walls the past year has been 
quite equal to that of any previous year since the com- 
mencement; owing, in their opinion,to the knowledge, 
that the means provided were entirely ample to meet 
all demands, without the apprehension which has on 
other occasions existed, that the end of the building 
season might leave us involved in debt that could not 
be discharged, until additional appropriations were 
made by the Legislature. The importance of this 
consideration, induces your committee forcibly to re- 
commend an earnest and strong appeal to the constitut- 
ed authorities, for an early appropriation, adequate to 
the entire completion of the whole plan. According to 
the estimate of the architect and superintendent sub- 
mitted herewith, it will require an appropriation of 
$120,000, to complete all the buildings. 


The following is the amount of work done the last season. 


800,000 bricks and 16,000 perches of stone, were laid 
in the construction of blocks 4, 5 and 6; the former 
roofed in, p'astered and yard walls finished, 5 and 6 
carried up to square of second story; cells all arched 
and covered with substantial well secured temporary 
board roofing. 

250 tons of iron castings,such as door frames, waetr, main, 
branch and privy pipes, sky lights, ventilators, brack- 
ets, &c, fixed in and about the above buildings. 
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30,000 pounds of iron wrought into hinges, bolts and 
other smith work. 

11,500 yards of plastering completed in block No, 4, 
containing 100 cells. 

12,500 yards of earth taken from foundations, cul- 
vert, levelling yards, &c. and removed outside the 
walls. 

Independent of the above, a large amount of carpen- 
ters, coppersmiths, plumber, and other work has been 
performed; the estimated value of the whole, includ- 
mg the materials and workmanship, is upwards of 
$105,000. 

The iron lattice doors for block No. 4, are now inthe 
hands of the smith, and it is believed that the whole 
number, viz. 150, together with all other work now 
unfinished, necessary for the entire completion of that 
block will be done, so that prisoners may be admitted 
into the cells, as soon as the walls may be deemed suf- 
ficiently dry, to place them there without prejudice to 
their health, 

Labourers with horses and carts, are yet employed 
in removing the redundant. earth, and preparing the 
way for the resumption of the work as early as practi- 
cable, the next ensuing season. 

JOHN BACON, 
WM. H. HOOD. 
Building Committee. 
Patrapetrara, Dec. 31, 1832, 





RECAPITULATION, 


Number of prisoners received since commencement, 
October 22, 1829, to December 51, 1832, 142 


Of which number there were— 

Natives of Pennsylvania 58 
New York 13 
New Jersey 15 
Delaware 12 
Maryland 
Connecticut 
Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina 
Ohio 
Tennessee 
Rhode Island 
Ireland 
England 
France 
Holland 
Switzerland 
Netherlands 
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Their offences as follows— 
Horse stealing 
Burglary 
Forgery 
Murder, second degree 
Manslaughter 
Robbery 
Passing counterfeit money 
Arson 
Rape 
Perjury 
Highway robbery 
Subornation of perjury 
Intention to commit rape 
Assault and battery with intent 


pet 9 OD 
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to kill 1 
Unnatural crime 1 
Robbing U. 8, Mail 1 
Larceny 16 

142 
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Their ages at the time of their reception as follows— 


Under 20 years of age 15 
From 20 to 30 72 
50 ** 40 30 

40 ** 50 15 

50 ** 60 7 

60 ** 70 2 

70 ** 80 1 

142 


Of the whole number received, (142,) there have 
been discharged— 


By expiration of sentence 31 
Pardoned 5 
Died 8 
Suicide 1 

—45 
Leaving in con. January 1, 1833, 97 
Of this No. 107 were white males. 
31 col’d. males. 
4 col’d. females. 
142 


105 on a first conviction. 
16 onasecond' do. 


11 ona third do. 
6 on a fourth do. 
2 on a fifth do. 
2 on a sixth do. 

142 


(To be continued. ) 


From the Philadelphia Gazette. 
PROCEEDINGS OF COUNCILS. 
Thursday evening, April 18, 1835S. 


SELECT COUNCIL.—The following communica- 
tion from the Treasurer of the Girard Trust was re- 
ceived, 


Treasurer’s Office of the Girard as 
April 17th, 1833. 


To the President and Members of the Select and 
Common Councils. 


(Continued from page 384.) 
No. 1, 


The Board of Commissioners to the Executors of Ste- 
phen Girard. 


Philadelphia, March 16, 1833. 
To the Executors of Stephen Girard. 


Gentlemen,—The Commissioners of the Girard Es- 
tates appointed by Councils are desirous of appropria- 
ting the funds already received from the Executors of 
the late Stephen Girard to the different objects to 
which they are applicable, and being informed by their 
Counsel that they cannot apply any of the funds now in 
their hands to any city purpose until the College fund 
and the Delaware Avenue fund are permanently made 
up; they respectfully request information on the fol- 
lowing points, viz . 

First. What legacies in the Will have been paid? 

Second. What amount has been expended for the 
building now in progress on the Cheswut street square? 

Third. What amount has been paid on account of the 
subscription to the Danville and Pottsville Rail Road? 

Fourth. What is the estimated amount necessary to 
be retained by the Executors for the completion of the 
buildings on the Girard Square, and for the subscription 
to the Danville and Pottsville Rail Road Stock? 

Fifth. What further sums may Councils expect to re- 
ceive, and about what time? 
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A 


It is very important the Commissioners should be in- 
formed as early as practicable on the above points, as se- 
veral ordinances are required to be framed and laid be- 
fore Councils, which cannot be accomplished without 
the information requested. 

Very respectfully, &c, 
(Signed) 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT, 
President B. C. Girard Estate. 
Attest—Morean Asa, Secretary. 


No. 2. 


The Executors of Stephen Girard to Joshua Lippin- 
cott, Esq. President of the Commissioners of the Gi- 
rard Estates. 


Philadelphia, 20th March, 1833. 
Sir, —The undersigned Executors of the late Stephen 


Girard acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
16th instant, and in reply thereto, submit the follow- 


ing:— 
First. They have paid all the Legacies in the 
Will, amounting to 


$563,500 
Second. They have expended on the buildings 








on the square, 100,600 
Third. The amount paid on account of the 
subscription to Danville and Pottsville Rail 
Road, 100,000 
Fourth. The estimated amount ne- 
cessary for the completion of the 
buildings on the square, 500,000 
And for subscription to the Rail Road 100,000 
600,000 


Fifth. As the Executors have not yet settled with the 
Trustees of S. Girard’s bank, and have other unsettled 
accounts, itis not in their power to say what further 
sums Councils may expect to receive from them, nor at 
what time, though it would give them great pleasure to 
be able to do so. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) 
TIMOTHY PAXSON, 
THOMAS P. COPE, 
JOSEPH ROBERTS, 
JOHN A. BARCLAY, 
Josnoa Lippincott, Esq. 
President of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Girard Estates. 
No. 3. 
Joshua Lippincott, Esq. to the Executors of Stephen | 
Girard. 
Philadelphia, March 23d 1833, 


Gentlemen,—The Commissioners of the Girard es- 
tates have directed me to acknowledge the receipt of 
your reply to their communication of the 16th instant, 
and to observe they expected the Estate under your 
care had been so far adjusted that you would have 
been enabled to have informed them of the probable 
amount (or even the minimum amount) of funds that 
might have peen estimated as the residuary balance of 
that Estate, the interest of which would be applicable 
to City purposes. 

They also direct me to say, they are very desirous of 
being placed in possession as early as practicable of a 
sufficient amount or good securities to enable them to 
accomplish the two great objects of Mr. Girard, two mil- 
lions for the College, and half a million for the Im- 
provement of the Delaware front of our City: to accom- 





further desire me respectfully to request information as 
to the balance of the Bank fund yet remaining in the 
possession of the Trustees, whether that cannot be speed- 
ily adjusted according to the 25th section of Mr. ,Gi- 
rard’s will, to which I am directed particularly to draw 
your attention. 


Your obedient servant, 
(Signed) 
JOSHUA LIPPINCOTT. 
Thursday, April 25, 1833. 
SELECT COUNCIL,—The following communica- 


tion was received from the Treasurer of the Girard 
Trust. 


To the President and Members of the Select and Com- 


mon Councils, 


Treasurer’s office of the Girard Trust, 
April 25th, 1833, é 


Gentlemen,—At a stated meeting of the Commission- 


ers of the Girard Estates on the 20th instant, they or- 
dered by a resolution that the following certificates of 
Stocks and T.oans be and is hereby appropriated (at the 
Executors valuation) for the building and maintenance 
of the Girard College for Orphans, agreeable to the 
21st Section of the Will of Stephen Girard, viz: 


Value. 
6,331 shares of Stock of the Bank of the 
United States, 664,715 
870,000 dollars of Pennsylvania Loan 5 per 
cent, 994,418 
100,000 dollars City Loan, 5 per cent, 113,500 
199,305 dollars Pennsylvanian Loan 5 per 
cent, 227,367 


Dollars 2,000,000 
Which is respectfully submitted for your information, 


by your very ob’t serv’t, 


BRITAIN COOPER, 
Treasurer, 


The annexed communication from the Commissioners 


of the Girard Estate with the opinion of Mr. John Ser- 
geant was received and ordered to be printed. 


Office of the Commissioners of the Girard Estates, 2 
April 20th, 1833, 5 


At a meeting of the Board held this evening, the fol- 
lowing communication from the Counsellor of the Gi- 
rard Estates, containing an opinion on the points em- 
braced in the resolution of Councils of the 2d February 
last, was received and a copy thereof directed to be 
transmitted to councils. 

From the minutes, 
MORGAN ASH, 
Secretary. 


‘In the paper submitted to the commissioners on the 
22d March, it was stated that an opinion had been form- 
ed upon the question arising under the will of the late 
Stephen Girard, Esquire, as to the disposition of the 
income of the residue of the Estate after setting apart 
the appropriation of the two millions, and the five hun- 
dred thousand dollars specifically bequeathed, It was 
at the same time intimated that this question, from its 
magnitude, was deserving of a separate consideration. 
In compliance with the wishes of the commissioners, I 
will now proceed to state my opinion and the grounds 
of it. 

The question is very fully and accurately stated in 


plish which they are yet largely deficient, as many of | the resolution of councils of the 2d February last as 
the stocks, &c. already received as they are informed | follows: 


by their Counsel, are not suitable or applicable. 

The Schuylkill Navigation Stock from the wording of 
the will they believe not to be so unless there should 
not be ample funds for all the objects, And they 





1st. Whether it is competent to the City Councils to 
expend the surplus revenue of the Girard Estate, (after 
appropriating all the income specially devised, ) in the 
improvement of the police,—improvement of the city 
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roperty, and in diminution of the taxes in compliance 
with 24th section of the will of Stephen Girard, or 

2d. Whether all the income must be reinvested and 
accumulated until it is determined what portion of the 
Estate above the two millions specially devised for that 
object be necessary to carry into effect the 21st section 
of the said Will. 

Upon the first of these questions, after full and re- 
peated deliberation, Iam of opinion, that in the first 
place, the two millions are to be set apart for the Col. 
lege, and the income of the two millions, except what 
may be necessary for the purposes of the College, to 
accumulate and be added to the two millions so as to 
become part of the capital, of which the income is in 
like manner to be applied exclusively to the College: 
That if hereafter a greater amount should be required 
for the extension and support of the institution, such 
amount is to be taken from the disposable residue of 
the estate as the same may be wanted: But that in the 
mean time, until the exigency shall actually arise, the 
whole income of the residue is disposable by the City, 
for the purposes designated in the 24th section of the 
will. 

The only words in the Will which seem to tend to a 
different conclusion are contained in the introductory 
clause of the 24th section which is expressed as follows: 
‘*And as it regards the remainder of the said residue of 
my personal estate, in trust, to invest the same in good 
securities, and in like manner to invest the interest and 
income thereof from time to time, so that the whole 
shall form a permanent fund and to apply the income of 
the said fund,” &c. 

The first remark that occurs upon this clause, taken 
by itself, is, that literally construed, the parts of it are 
contradictory and irreconcileable. The first part di- 
rects a perpetual investment of the income, for there is 
no limitation of time. The second directs an expendi- 
ture of the income. Ifin the one, there had been a pe- 
riod fixed, during which the accumulation was to con- 
tinue—or, if in the other there had been a time specified 
at which the expenditure was to commence, there would 
have been a point of division, and they might have well 
stood together. But there is no such point even allud- 
ed to. 

We are obliged, therefore, to look out of the clause 
itself, to see whether in any other part of the Will we 
can discover the means of reconciling the seeming con- 
tradiction, that is to say, whether there is any period 
fixed elsewhere to which the testator may be supposed 
to have referred. I think there is none. It might occur, 
upon a hasty perusal of the will, that such a period was 
to be found in the provisions for the future increase of 
the College. But they are in this respect equally inde- 
finite—in other words there is no time mentioned, nor 
intended by the testator after which the augmentation 
of the College shall cease, or its demands upon the re- 
sidue be terminated. It is very true, that ifat any time 
hereafter, the necessities of the College should be such 

as to absorb the whole revenue of the residuary estate, 
there can be no further accumulation, and in that event 
a period would be thus ascertained. But supposing 
this not to have happened, is there a certainty, or can 
there be acertainty, that it never will happen, so that 
at any given time the maximum may be considered as 
reached, and the surplus thus become disposable? 
Clearly not. There is, then, no limitation, and the fund 
must go on to accumulate without assignable period, 
which will have the effect of leaving the same contradic- 
tion that we find in the words of the clause itself. This 
reference, therefore, will not help us: and we are at 
last driven to the inquiry, whether it is consistent with 
the intention of the testator plainly manifested in the 
will, that there should be an indefinite accumulation. 
This would be equivalent to saying that no part of the 
income of the Estate is ever to be applied to any use 
but that of the College. 


The general intention of fhe Will to the contrary is 



















389 


perfectly clear, and the clauses to effectuate it are so 
construed and expressed, that the interpretation of in- 
definite accumulation would be absolutely inconsistent 
with them. The College, it may be admitted, was the 
first object of the testator. He has said so in more than 
one part of the Will. But he had other objects, for 
which he has also provided, as may be seen from the 
24th section of the Will) They are to come in, after 
the College—but still they are to come in. If it be un- 
derstood that there was to be an indefinite accumulation 
for the College, all such clauses are virtually expunged. 
The will, upon that theory, ought to have contained 
but one single provision (after the specific legacies) 
and that should have been, to dedicate the whole resi- 
due of the estate to the College. 

It may be suggested, perhaps, that there isa discretion 
somewhere lodged, to decide when the College demands 
have reached their utmost extent, so as to make the 
surplus thereafter disposable. But the answer is appa- 
rent upon the face ofthe Will. In the first place there 
is nosuch discretion expressly given by the Will. And 
in the next place it cannot be implied, because it would 
be contrary to the terms of the Will, which put the 
matter upon the fact, and not upon any opinion or dis- 
cretion, If more should be required for the College 
more is to be applied. But if there be a discretion, it 
may be — * once, so that if more should be Te- 

uired, still it could not be applied. Thi i 
hice is inadmissible. on ao 

There is then but one construction of which the will 
seems to be susceptible, and that is the natural one 
Mr. Girard plainly intended a College to be established 
upon a basis of two millions of dollars, and no less. He 
therefore makes an immediate and definite appropria- 
tion of two millions for that object, never to be applied 
to any other. This is the present and the absolute en- 
dowment, not to be curtailed. That he did not intend 
any present absolute appropriation of more, must be 
taken to be plain—tor if he had so intended, he would 
so have expressed himself. He would have said of the 
residue as he has done of the two millions, that it was 
to be applied to the College. He has not said so—and 
an interpretation is scarcely admissible that will have 
the same effect as if he had given the same directions 
about both, This remark applies just as strongly to 
the income as to the principal, for in respect to the two 
millions, he has finally and absolutely devoted the prin- 
cipaland income. Weare thus brought to the conclu- 
sion, that as to the income of the residue, its application 
to the College was to be future and not immediate. Its 
future application, too, was to be contingent, for it was 
to depend upon whether the exigencies of the College 
should hereafter make it necessary. Such ailiehaee 
might never occur, and then it would never be required 
The requirement being thus future and contingent the 
question would present itself to the testator—how is the 
income to be applied until the contingency happens, or 
if it never should happen? The answer is given in the 
Will. Itis to be applied to the other objects specified 
If there be any single clause in the Will which stands 
opposed to this construction, it ought to yield, rather 
than the general scope and intention should be defeated 
eet and deliberate provisions be made of no 
avail. 

But I am not sure that the clause about investments 
though somewhat inadequately expressed, is to be con. 
sidered as standing opposed to what appears to be the 
true construction of the other parts. The design of that 
clause, it may be observed in general, was not to inter- 
fere with a control of the dispositions of the will, It was 
intended to be subordinate and auxiliary—to aid what 
was done in other parts of the will, rather than to ope- 
rate by itself. Thus understood, its purposes aus 
appear to be to signify the wish of the testator (cor- 
responding with his known character and conduct ) that 
no part of the funds should remain inactive, but that 
when they were not actually in the course of use, the in- 
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come, by whomsoever received, should be 
made productive. With this interpretation, it will be 
consistent with the other parts of the will. 
2d. The answer to the first question includes also an 
answer to this. JOHN SERGEANT, 
Partap. April 17, 1833. 


Mr. Groves presented the annexed petition which was 
referred to the Committee on Mr. Gevelot’s petition. 
Io the Select and Common Councils of the city of Phila 

delphia. 

Gentlemen,—We, the undersigned citizens of Phila- 
delphia, have examined a model of a Statue of the late 
Stephen Girard, executed by Mr. N. Gevelot, and take 


invested and | whose instructions the sub-committee proceed briefly to 





OF COUNCILS. 


[June 


| state the grounds of their selection. 
The true position for the buildings they believe to be 
a square or parallelogram, beginning at the distance of 
490 feet from the south east corner of the lot and 
the Ridge Road, and 30 feet west from the line of 
Schuylkill Third street, and extending thence westward 
653 feet, and north 320 feet. This position affords the 
advantages of an easy access from the Ridge Road and 
from Third street, an ample and commodious approach 
to the buildings, and the necessary retirement for the 
quiet prosecution of the studies of the orphans. It is 
also sufficiently to the east of the line of the Penitentiary 
to prevent the College from being masked by that large 





| 


pleasure in testifying to the exact and striking likeness | building, and it preserves the remainder of the ground 
which it presents of this great benefactor of our city. If | entire for the purposes of instruction in farming and 
your honorable bodies should authorise a Marble Statue | gardening, which will probably form valuable parts of 
from the above mentioned model, it would be a proper | the education of the orphan. The form of a parallelo- 
testimonial of the grateful sense of our city of his private | gram, running due east and west and north and south, 
and public services: we do therefore respectfully re- | resembling the squares of the city, is chosen from its 
commend an appropriation of the funds for that object. | conformity with the original design of Mr. Girard, as 


Mr, J. P. Weraenitt called up for consideration the 
resolution offered by Mr. Merrick on the 11th of April, 


well as from its convenience in grouping the several 
buildings and its adaptation to the general plan of the di- 
vision of the city, while by placing the buildings them- 


which was agreed to and the resolution wy adopted. | selves due east and west, the further advantage is ob- 
_COMMON COUNCIL.—The following communica- | tained of enabling the Councils to raise, in the progress 
tion from the Trustees of the Girard College, with the | of the work, an observatory from one of the proposed 
accompanying documents were received. buildings, 
Partapetenra, April 25, 1833. On the parallelogram thus described, the committee 
To the Select and Common Councils of the City o propose to erect the College and out-buildings, 
Philadelphia: f yof The direction of Mr. Girard’s Will is, that there shall 
ee ; ; be erected ‘*a permanent College, with suitable out- 
Gentlemen:—In compliance with the instruction of | 


| buildings, sufficiently spacious for the residence and 
the Joint Committee of the Select and Common Coun- | accommodation of at least three hundred scholars and 
cils and of the Trustees of the Girard College for Or-|the requisite teachers,” and that these outbuildings 


phans, I have the honor of submitting to you a copy of | **shall be at least four in number, and detached from 
a resolution, passed at their meeting this day, together | the main edifice and from each other, and in such posi- 
with the report of the sub-committee and plans adopted | tions as shall at once answer the purposes of the institu- 
by them, the estimate of the architect, and the resolu- | tion, and be consistent with the symmetry of the whole 
tion passed at a meeting of the Board of Trustees of the | establishment,” 


Girard College for Orphans, on the 24th inst. Ihave | It is obvious to the Committee that the design of Mr. 





the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, Yours, 
N. BIDDLE. 


Ata meeting of the Joint Committee of the Select 
and Common Councils and of the Trustees of the Gi- 
rard College for Orphans, held on Thursday, the 25th 
of April, 1833, in Independence Hall, the sub-commit- 
tee appointed on the 5th inst. made a report, accompa- 
nied by a plan of the buildings for the Girard College, 
with an estimate of the cost of the same by the archi- 
tect, and a resolution of the Board of Trustees of the 
Girard College, passed on the 24th instant. 

Whereupon, on motion of Mr. Dunlap, it was resolv- 
ed, That the report of the sub-committee, and the plans 
submitted by them, be approved, and that the chairman 
of this meeting transmit to the Select and Common 
Councils the said report and plans, together with the 
estimate of the architect and the said resolution of the 
Board of Trustees. 


Extracted from the minutes. 
THOS. McEWEN, 
Secretary of Joint Committe. 


The sub-committee appointed on the 5th inst. to submit 


a plan of the buildings for the Girard College for 
Orphans, respectfully report : 


That after careful examination of all the plans hith- 


erto presented to the Councils, with frequent interviews 


with the architect selected by them, and a personal 
inspection of the localities, they have unanimously 
agreed upon a plan which they recommend as combi- 


ning the requisite degree of convenience, economy, and 


taste. 
estimates of the expense of executing them, are now 


presented to the Building Committee, in obedience to 


The details of these several designs, with the | 


Girard was, that this permanent College should be ap- 
propriated exclusively to the prosecution of the studies 
of the orphans, and the general administration of the 
| Institution, and that the out-buildings were to be the 
| residences of the pupilsand their guardians and teachers. 
This inference may be readily collected from the gene- 
ral character of the provisions of his will, and seems in- 
evitable from the structure which he has himself pre- 
|scribed. Thus he directs that the whole of the build- 
| Ing above ground shall be divided into twelve rooms, 
| four on each floor. The first and second floor thereof, 
will have only eight rooms of fifty feet square. Now 
when it is considered that these rooms are to be the pla- 
ces of study and recitation of certainly three hundred, 
, and probably & thousand, or evena greater number of 
| boys, who must be divided into classes according to the 
‘nature of their studies, or the degree of their proficien- 
cy in them, it is not unreasonable to presume that the 
demands for these purposes, will occupy at least the 
whole of these two stories—more especially as Mr. Gi- 
rard enumerates among the wants of the College—a li- 
brary—a collection of mathematical and philosophical 
| apparatus; which imply the necessary convenience for 
‘lecture rooms, and directs further—that in one of these 
/rooms his own books and papers should be preserved, 
| After these requisitions for space in the building are 
satisfied, there would remain only the four square rooms 
| of fifty feet each in the third story, lying immediately 
‘under a flat roof which is to form the ceiling of them. 
Such a position would in our climate, particularly in 
the summer season, be entirely unfit, as well from con- 
siderations of health as of convenience, for the residence 
‘of a numerous body of children. The sub-committee 
have therefore a very decided conviction that Mr. Gi- 
'rard, looking forward to the wants of a very large, and 
very numerous body of pupils, designed this principal 
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building exclusively as the scene of their studies and lan expense, which the committee could not recommend, 
recitations and exhibitions. Under this impression, the | They have therefore preferred the Corinthian order, as 
Committee have prepared a plan in conformity to the | requiring less width in proportion to their height—as 
instructions of the Will—containing the basement—the | being far less expensive, and as affording, by the wide 
three stories subdivided into four rooms—the entries— | intervals between the columns, the means of furnishing 
the walls, with all the details as prescribed by Mr. Gi- | more light. The disposition of the windows inthe plan 
rard. They have confined the building to the dimen- | proposed, will admit an abundant supply of light, more, 
sions required by him, because as he directed that the | in fact, than could have been obtained by any number 
whole space of these several floors should be occupied | of windows which could have been made in the flanks 
by the four rooms, no space would have been gained | without the colonade, consistent with any degree of 
for any useful purpose by the enlargement, inasmuch as | architectural beauty. The plan is accordingly so presen- 
the consequence would have been only to increase the | ted. The building thus recommended, furnishes a plan, 
size of the four rooms. But although no benefit would | of which the interior is in strict conformity with the 
have resulted from giving a greater width to the build- | provisions of the Will of Mr. Girard, and in relation to 
ing itself, yet there seemed to be an obvious propriety | the exterior, about which he gave no precise directions, 
in making some addition to the front. but left it to the judgment of the councils, the commit- 
In the endeavor to conform strictly to the Will of | t¢¢ have endeavored to combine utility and good taste, 
Mr. Girard, prescribing the erection of three stories, by proposing a front resembling that of “7 own bank- 
with the elevation of each, the building becomes, ne- | iM house, and a flanking oe —o e — 
cessarily, very high ; and if the front were of the di- | ended by the solidity which it will add to the walls, 
mensions which he fixes as the least width, the building and the beauty which it imparts to the whole structure, 
would exhibit an awkward and ungraceful appearance. | The committee indeed reflect with great satisfaction, 
As, for the reason already given, there would be noadvan- | that the weneeest tt of the eee of the col- 
tage in enlarging the interior ofthe building, the remedy | lege» en il e rigidly se 9 into effect, i yf mage 
for this disproportion, must be found in widening the ex- | 1ich will remain a lasting monument o he adit as 
terior, and the easiest and simplest mode of effecting this, | Well as a model of architectural beauty. The addition- 
is, to make a portico in front of the building. Such a| 9! €xpense too, by which this object may be seinen 
style of finishing the front, seems, under any circum- | }§ pommoenrey. en ” et and the wfio a . 
stances, to be recommended by the general architec- | lishment may, in all probability, he finished with much 
ture of the building, as well as by correct taste, and the less encroachment on the capital of the College Fund, 
common usage in regard to such buildings, with which | than even a ' eee himself anticipated. His inten- 
Mr. Girard was familiar, in the city of his residence.— | tion was, that after defraying the expense of building 
His recommendation, to “ avoid useless ornament,” but | the college, the income of what remained of the prin- 
to ** consult utility and good taste,” a recommendation | cipal, should be applied to the purposes of instruction, 
in which the Committee wholly concur, as being entire- | Now, from the time which must necessarily elapse be- 
ly in harmony with the simple habits and good sense of | fore the oe are completed, according to his own 
Mr. Girard, devolves on the Committee the choice of | plan, and the gradual progress of the work, it may be 
such a front to the building as would be at once solid calculated that the annual income of the fund, which 
and chaste. For this purpose, they think, that no bet- exceeds $102,000, will be nearly, if not quite sufficient 
ter model could be proposed, than that adopted in Mr. | to erect the proposed buildings, without diminishing 
Girard’s own banking house, which he had but recent- | the means of instruction, and without any, or if any a 
ly before his death, renewed and embellished, and they | ¢¢™paratively small encroachment on the capital. 
have accordingly selected one in the same style, though | —_It is believed moreover that our fellow citizens gen- 
not so costly in proportion as the front of his bank. | erally would be gratified, if in the erection of this buil- 
In regard to the upper part of the building, the ding, the councils would endeavour to combine with its 


committee have met with a difficulty which they have | useful objects, such a structure, as would be at the 
found it necessary to obviate, same time worthy of Mr. Girard’s name, and an orna- 


‘ . : tot ity i i i 

The directions of the Will are, that the walls of the — ve ed i wr etadianeets acanenenine 
third story should be of the thickness of two feet ; it ed only at the present aaa Sin shoah® 10 temsenian 

; *, *, ye y * , 
further directs that the roof shall be as nearly horizon- | be thought that we have not done all that was due to 
tal as may be, and that “the floors and landings, as well | the memory of Mr. Girard, and to the character of the 
© 1 © 25 . ze . ? . 

a he roo, sall be covered with marble dabs, secure: city, the etror willbe irreparable, and wil leave only 
as those on the floor.” The committee are impressed | ee er ee 


with strong doubts, whether the walls thus prescribed, | The plans of the four out-buildings require little ex- 
would be capable of resisting the lateral pressure of | planation. “hey are four in number agreeably to the 
arches of such extraordinary dimensions, pressed down | will, and they are calculatea for the residence of the 
by the whole weight of a marble roof, occuping a space | necessary professors and assistants, and at least three 
of more than 20,000 square feet, which it will probably | hundred pupils a capacity of being enlarged and in- 
be necessary to cover with copper; and they think, | creased in proportion to the future wants of the Col- 
that it would be highly expedient not to trust exclu- | lege. 

sively to such walls, but either greatly to increase the All which is respectfully submitted. 

width of the walls themselves, over the whole building, N. BIDDLE, Chairman. 
or to provide some additional support from the outside. ; - 

T —_ prefer the latter alternative to so great a depart- Philada. April 25, 1833. 

ure from the dimensions prescribed by Mr, Girard ; and . . — 

they have endeavored i teen the saneiiae for fur- Nicholas Biddle, Esquire: 
ther support, to a purpose at once useful and ornamen- 
tal, by extending the columns of the portico around the 


flank of the building, so as to relieve the walls of a part | I have estimated the cost of executing the design sub- 
of the pressure, and render the whole building perfect- 


mitted to them by the sub-committee, and find the ex- 
ly secure. Owing to the height of the building, the pense of erecting the College, will be 700,000 dollars, 
columns could not, with propriety, be of the Doric or- | the out building, as represented by the drawings, will 
der, because they would have required a diameter at | cost 200,000 dollars, making the whole expense 900,000 
the base of ten feet, which would have been so massive 


dollars. : 
as to darken the rooms, and have been attended with! I am of opinion, that it will require six years to 


























Dear Srr:—In compliance with the request of the 
committee for preparing plans for the Girard College, 
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complete the work, according to the designs above re- 
ferred to, 


I am, dear sir, 
With great respect, 
Your Obedient Servant, 
THOMAS U. WALTER. 
Architect Girard College. 
Philad. April 24th, 1833. 


At a special meeting of the Board of Trustees of the 
Girard College, held in the Hall of Independence on 
Wednesday, the 24th April, 1833, it was, 


Resolved, That the plan of the Girard College, re- 
ported by the joint committee, and now exhibited to 
this board and which this Board has had the opportuni- 
ty of examining, be earnestly recommended to the Se- 
lect and Common Councils, for their ratification. 

From the minutes: 
JAMES BAYARD, Secretary. 


Mr- S, Wetherill as Chairman of the committee,made 
the following report, with the documents and resolution 
which were adopted. 

The committee to whom was referred the communi- 
cation of the City Commissioners, relative to the supply 
of oil, Report. 

That by the communication annexed it will be per- 
ceived that twenty five thousand gallons of oil will be 
required to supply the public lamps, the ensuing year. 
The stock being now nearly expended your committee 
append two resolutions, one for the immediate supply 
and the other providing for contracts for the remain- 
der. 

The consumption of oil for the last year was under 
twenty thousand gallons, and your committee deemed 
it their duty to inquire into the cause of the increased 
demand. 

It appears in part to arise from the circumstance that 
during a great part of the year from motives of econo- 
my, less oil was served out to the watchmen than was 
required to keep the lamps well supplied, that on com- 
plaints being made the quantity was towards the close 
of the year increased by the captain of the watch, and 
his successor continues this increased supply. Your 
committee deem this course judicious, because the safe- 
ty of the citizens require that a good light should be 
kept during the whole night. 

The most material cause however, is the unprece- 
dented increase of public lamps, which they learn took 
place mainly near the close of the year, and in parts 
of the city where no material increase was requir- 
ed, 

There were erected during the past year two hun- 
dred and forty new lamps, eighty of which were argand 
reflectors, cach consuming four times as much oil as the 
common lamps. 

The additional consumption of oil from this course, 
equals the consumption of four hundred and eighty 
common lamps. 

The evil most complained of is the undue increase 
of the argand reflecting lamps, They are the most 
extravagant lamps that could be well devised, the ex- 
pense of which must be borne by all, while the partial 
distribution of them among the few who can afford to 
erect them, can be defended upon no principle of jus- 
tice. 

The cost of these lamps is not only the extra expense 
of oil, but six dollars per annum is paid to the watch- 
men for the care of each. The whole number now in 
use is one hundred and thirty-one, and the expense to 
the city for oil and attendance over the expense to the 
same number of common lamps, is upwards of thirty 
seven hundred dollars. 

The application to the City Commissioners for leave 
to erect these lamps are numerous, but are all refused 
by the present board, until they receive instructions 
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from Councils, All which is respectfully submitted. 
City ComMIssIonER’s OrFice, 
March 21st, 1833, 
Sam]. P. Wetherill, 

Sir,—The City Commissioners respectfully state to 
the Committee of Councils on the purchase of Oil that 
they are of opinion that twenty five thousand gallons 
of oil will be required for the use of the city for one 
year. Of this quantity four thousand seven hundred 
and sixteen gallons will be required for one hundred 
and thirty one argand lamps, estimating that each of 
these lamps consumes thirty six gallons per annum, 

They enclose for the infirmation of the Committee, 
statements furnished by the Captain of the City Watch 
of the quantity of oil issued since the 1st of January. 

Respectfully submitted, 
By order of the City Commissioners, 
ROBERT H. SMITH, City Clerk. 
ParrapeEcrata, March 19, 1838. 


To the Committee of Councils appointed to furnish the 
City with Oil. 

Gentlemen,—Having been requested by the City 
Clerk to furnish youa statement of the quantity of oil 
consumed during the last month, I hasten to perform 
that duty. 

Respectfully, your obedient serv’t. 
ROBERT R. BELL, C, C. W. 


Feb. 9. Galls, 655 3 
15, 655 2 
21. 655 2 
Mar. 7. 656 0 
—— Gals. Qts. 
2621 
High st. Market during the same period, 58 
Steeple on Independence Hall, il 
Independence Square, 33 
E. Kenney, for six argand lamps, 23 
New Market South Second street, 24 
Western Watch House, 10 


Gals. 2782 0 
In the above statement is concluded the whole of the 
oil that is consumed in the common lamps and the 
argand also. The quantity that is drawn each time for 
them, bear this proportion; the common draw one quart, 
and the argand draw one gallon, all which is respect- 
fully submitted. 
ROBERT R, BELL, C, C. W. 
1833, 


High street Market, 
Steeple Ind. Hall, 
Ind. Square, 
E, Kenney, 
New Market, 
Western House, 
555 0 


Gals. 6876 0 
The above is the quantity of oil drawn from the com- 
mencement of the present year—argand lamps draw 
one gallon, the common one quart. 
Respectfully, your obt. serv’t. 
ROBT. R. BELL, C. C. W. 
(To be continued. ) 





